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Lost Dogs of Wisconsin 

Lost Dog Search Action Plan 

Losing your dog is traumatic and overwhelming, but this search action plan will help you organize and 
conduct a search.  Accidents happen, so don’t waste time assigning blame, it only distracts you from  
the most important task which is finding your dog. 
 
Look for your dog in your home and neighborhood immediately.  Pass out your contact number to 
everyone you see while searching your neighborhood.  If you don’t find your dog immediately….. 
 
Before you start your search remember… 
 
The most important thing you can do for your dog right now is get the word out.  Your job is to make 
sure that everyone knows your dog is missing.  You do this by distributing flyers, placing intersection 
signs and even “tagging” your car. 
 
Searching is a team effort.  However, one person needs to be the “point person” for coordination.  
Communication is key.  Keep people updated on a daily basis using e-mail, Facebook, or a phone tree. 
 
Don’t give up!  Although most lost dogs are home within a few days, many dogs are found weeks or 
months after they are lost.  Remember, your dog is depending on you. 

 
Get organized: 
 

 Organize all current information about the lost dog (name, breed, color and special 
markings, age, color of collar, tags, microchip, current picture etc.) 
 

 Place a blanket the dog has used along with a dish of canned or tasty human food they 
like and a bowl of water where he/she was last seen so your dog has something familiar 
to come back to.  Also place a piece of clothing belonging to the person who the dog is 
most bonded to.  Maintain this site with fresh food and water until your dog is found. 

 

 Mobilize your friends and family to assist you in getting the work out and searching for 
your dog.  Exchange cell phone numbers for quick contact. 

 

Remind your search team not to shout and chase your dog if they see him or her.  This will make 
your dog feel threatened and panic.  Tell them to quietly sit or lie down, look away and lure your 
dog with tasty treats.  (Each member of the search team should have treats and a leash with them.) 

 
Create posters and flyers:  Don’t forget to involve your children or grandchildren in this process. 
 

 Create posters using neon colored poster board, and post at intersections. Include a brief 
description, instructions “do not chase” and a contact number.  You have 4 lines and 4 
seconds to get your message across, so keep the signs simple and easy to read. 
For examples, see:  http://www.missingpetpartnership.org/recovery-posters.php 
 

http://www.missingpetpartnership.org/recovery-posters.php
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Create posters and flyers (continued): 
 

 Expect to print at least 200 full page flyers to distribute to businesses and to post in 
public places where people will see it.  (400 + depending on the type of area your dog 
was lost in)   

 

 Print the ¼ page flyers to distribute door to door and to give to EVERYONE you see.  
Consider having these printed on card stock, which is heavier than regular paper so 
people tend to keep them for reference.   

 

 Note:  It is illegal to put flyers in mailboxes.  Taping them to the door of the mailbox or 

attaching to the flag with a rubber band is an acceptable alternative. 
 

 Tag your car – make your car a moving poster to inform people about your lost dog. 
How to tag your car: http://www.missingpetpartnership.org/recovery-tagging.php 

 
When handing out flyers, be sure you and your search team talk to people about your dog.  People will 
sympathize with you and tend to go that extra mile.  Drop off flyers at all area businesses and 
industries and ask them to post on their door or by the cash register and in their break room.   Don’t 
forget cab, bus, and food delivery places, UPS, FedEx, and Mail Carriers. 
 

Go to the place where your dog went missing from, or the location of the last sighting, and hand out 
the ¼ page flyers.  Think about grocery stores or gas stations, schools or churches (at departure time.)  
This size is also great to attach to mail boxes.  You can use tape with plastic mail boxes, but with 
painted mail boxes, punch a hole in the ¼ page flyer and attach with a rubber band.  
 

When you are out searching for your dog, keep in mind that kids can be an excellent source of 
information as they are usually outside and tend to know what is happening in their area, who has 
dogs, etc.  They can also help you spread the word for people to not to chase your dog. 

 
Maps: 
 

Go to http://www.googlemaps.com     
  

 Your local chamber of commerce 
 

 Divide maps into sections. Highlight and assign each section to a volunteer to distribute flyers. Use 
a 3 mile radius to start. If no sightings, expand the search by 1 mile per day, until you have a radius 
of 10 miles.  

 

 Use a separate map to record sightings of your dog.  Record the date, time and exact 
location of the sighting in a notebook. Include any other comments they made about 
direction of travel, appearance etc. Their comments may not make sense immediately, 
but as time goes on, you may see a pattern. 

 

When you are looking at the aerial map, look for trails or paths that your dog may follow.  Many dogs 
will follow railroad tracks, nature paths, and a river.   When you look at the map, try to ‘think like a dog’ 
and don’t be bound by streets, roads, city limits, or county lines.   

 
 

http://www.missingpetpartnership.org/recovery-tagging.php
http://www.googlemaps.com/
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Change your home/cell voicemail messages: 
 

Let callers know to leave a detailed message if they have sighted your dog: 
 

“If you are calling about (your dog’s name), please leave your name and phone number 
along with time, location you saw him/her including street number or intersection and 
what direction my dog was going, thank you for calling.”  

 
Notify by phone/e-mail or fax:  (be sure to include jurisdictions that surround your town/county.) 



Animal Control     Police or Sheriff’s Department 

Local shelters/rescues    Microchip company 

Veterinarians     Animal service businesses  

Highway/public works department   

Consider an automatic calling service to inform the general public about your lost dog. 
         There is a charge for these services:   http://www.findtoto.com     http://www.lostmydoggie.com 

 
Post to internet sites:  (check for other Lost Pet internet posting sites not listed here) 
 

 Lost Dogs of Wisconsin (Facebook)     http://www.facebook.com/findfido  

      Lost Dogs of Illinois (Facebook) http://www.facebook.com/lostdogsillinois 

Shelter websites 

     http://www.craigslist.org         http://www.petfinder.com  (lost & found) 

     http://www.centerforlostpets.com       http://www.lostandpound.com  
 

Don’t forget to check these sites for listings from people who have found your dog or who may be 
trying to re-home a dog they’ve found.   
 
 Social networking is important, but remember this alone will not bring your dog home. 

 
Place print, online and radio ads:  (also be sure to check found dog ads): 
 

 Area newspapers     Radio stations   (local news radio stations) 

 
If you don’t have any sightings: 
 

 Start from the beginning.  Disregard any assumptions you’ve made.  Stick to the facts. 
 Expand your search area. 
 Increase the varieties of search techniques you are using. 



Trapping (if needed): 
 

For complete information on trapping please see:  www.lostdogsearch.com/trapping.htm 
 

 Contact your local Animal Control Facility or shelter for a live trap.  
 Consider purchasing a trap from your local farm products store. 
 On line sites to buy traps:  http://www.animal-traps.com  or http://www.livetrap.com 

 

http://www.findtoto.com/
http://www.lostmydoggie.com/
http://www.facebook.com/findfido
http://www.facebook.com/lostdogsillinois
http://www.craigslist.org/
http://www.petfinder.com/
http://www.centerforlostpets.com/
http://www.lostandpound.com/
http://www.lostdogsearch.com/trapping.htm
http://www.animal-traps.com/
http://www.livetrap.com/
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Websites for more information: 
 

 http://www.missingpetpartnership.org 

 http://www.LostDogSearch.com 

 http://www.OliverAlert.com 

 
Once your dog is recovered: 
 

 Take your dog to a Veterinarian to be checked if indicated. 
 Contact Lost Dogs of Wisconsin and fill out a final status report:  

http://www.jotform.com/form/10002208084 

 Remove all flyers and posters. 
 Take down web postings and discontinue ads. 
 Inform all agencies you’ve contacted that your dog has been recovered. 



Don’t forget to thank everyone that has helped you in your search for your dog. 



Correct the factors that contributed to your dog going missing: 


Lost Dogs of Wisconsin is an all volunteer group dedicated to: 

 

 Help reunite lost and found dogs with their owners, and protect lost dogs and the public from 
injury that can be the result of improper search technique. 

 Reduce the number of “stray” or “lost” dogs in animal shelters, taking up space for dogs who really 
need it. 

 Educate the public on lost dog prevention and safety, as well as what to do if your dog is lost, or if 
you find a lost dog. 

 

You can find us on Facebook  http://www.facebook.com/findfido  This is our primary method of 
communication with the public.  It enables us to educate and notify thousands of people daily of the lost 
dogs in Wisconsin.  Our services are free of charge.  When an owner fills out a lost dog Report and gives us 
specific information about their dog including a photograph and detailed description.  One of our 
volunteers makes a flyer to post on our page, and this is also sent to the owner for them to print out and 
distribute.  We also have caseworkers to assist an owner by phone and occasionally in the field with 
advice on search techniques and procedures.  Another dedicated group of volunteers checks internet and 
shelter ads and posts daily for both lost and found dogs, and try to match those dogs with those who are 
missing.  We work as a group, and could not do our jobs without each other.   
 
Note:  Lost Dogs of Wisconsin is an all volunteer organization whose purpose is to reunite lost or found dogs 
with their owners.  We are offering suggestions and advice based on our own experiences and the experiences 
of other in our group.  We are not professionals, so do not consider this as your only source of information  
 
Sources:  Lost Dogs of Illinois, Missing Pet Partnership 

http://www.missingpetpartnership.org/
http://www.lostdogsearch.com/
http://www.oliveralert.com/
http://www.jotform.com/form/10002208084
http://www.facebook.com/findfido

